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Washinqton, D. C, August 16, 1929. 

To the Commissioners op the District of Columbia : 

The supervisor of playgrounds submits herewith her fourteenth 
report, which is the eighteenth annual report of the department of 
l)lavgrounds. This covers the period from July 1, 1928, to June 30, 

1029. 

Witli the opening]: of the new playground at Sixth and L Streets 
SE., on July 1, 1928, the total number of municipal playj^rounds 
()l)ei"ated reached 29. Tliese with the phiy station at Children's 
Hos])ital made a total of 30 regular stations under this department 
12 iiiontlis of the year. 

In addition to the municipal playgrounds, 43 school yards were 
supervised during the summer, and of these 14 were kept open with 
supervision after school during the fall and 12 during the spring 
term. During January and February 2 white and 1 colored school 
yards were supervised after school. The department has also under 
its supervision the 4 concrete tennis courts on Keno Reservoir, the 
3 municipal swimming pools on the Monument Lot. 3 playground 
swimming pools, 5 playground wading pools, and 1 wading pool in 
East Oarfield Park, kept open for colored children at the request of 
Lieut. Col. U. S. Grant, 3d. 

Realizing that if the playgrounds are to continue to be attractive 
to the children an extensive" program of activities nuist be carried on 
to acconunodate the ever-increasing number of frequenters, every 
])hase of the work has been enlarged. An example of this may be 
found in the annual field and track meets that have been conducted 
for the past five years. At first each playground held a meet and then 
entered a team in the city finals, sufficient to give all the boys and 
girls who desired to indulge in this form of exercise the opportunity. 

As the numbers entering increased a series of dual and triangular 
ineets were arranged, and during the year of the present reporting 
it was found tliat the demand for this form of activity was so great 
that three stages of j)rei:)aration for the city finals were arranged. 
First the grounds held their own meets, then entered teams in dual 
and triangular competition, and then the city was divided into con- 
ferences, or sections as it were, and the conference championships 
were competed for by hundreds of enthusiastic youngsters. 

It is the same with all playground activities. Where one league 
served several years ago, four are needed now, and it has been the 
aim of the leaders to watch as carefully the activity of the individual 
0" th(^ enlarged program as they did when fewer children were 
cared for. ^ ^ ^ 
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It is full.y realized by the playground directors who spend much 
effort in inipressin<r tlie chihlren tliat frames can be as harmful as 
beneficial if overindulgence is permitted. Whenever possible the 
director receives information from the school principals naming the 
physically subnormal children. For these interesting games are ar- 
ranged but without attfddtihg attentioh to the child And he is con- 
tent without entering the more vigorous sports. 

By careful supervision it has beeh found that special events can 
be conducts d in tlie heat of summer with less ill effects than the 
average child would suffer following his own inclinations. The dis- 
tances, number of events, and fonns of competition are carefully 
planned to suit tlie (hiy. 

The most extensive i)rogram ever conducted for the elementary 
schools was sponsored by this department during the past year. 
Interschool leagues were organized for boys in soccer, baseball, and 
track with city champions being named in each, while divisional 
champions for girls were named in schlag and basket ball. Every 
school having an eighth grade was represented in the leagues by four 
teams in each sport, junior and senior teams for boys, arid the same 
for ffirls. 

Aside from the regular interschool contests in 6very school where it 
was feasible interclass leagues were arranged by the playground de- 
partment and in all over 500 teams were organized, both spring and 
fall, by the playgrounds in the elementary schools. 

Mass games were featured during the year but individual accom- 
plishments were encouraged also, especially through the athletic but- 
ton test in which the boy or girl strives for self-mastery rather than 
mastery of an opponent. The directors were careful to see that each 
youngster receiving the gold, silver, or bronze button, emblematic of 
nis degree of playground proficiency, was capable of performing the 
required feats letter-perfect. 

Baby shows that have been conducted on several playgrounds for a 
decade or more became city- wide in popularity last summer, and the 
majority of playgrounds, including those in school yards, held con- 
tests to decide the best babies in the neighborhood. In these contests 
the directors wisely refrained from acting as judges, calling in neigh- 
borhood doctors or other persons well informed on the qualities to 
judge children. 

The industrial branch of the playground day continued to perform 
a most beneficial service to the children of the city. Instructions in 
basketry, raffiaj needlework, knitting, flower making, and toy nianu- 
factunng are given a part of the daily program. Singing games, folk 
dancing, and story-telling remain the most delightful thing about 
pl^grounds for the small children. 

Swimming instructions were given in all pools, and Red Cross 
ewimmmg and life-saving instructions were held at regular hours at 
the playground pools. All the pools were well attended, in fact, 
overcrowded often. At the municipal pools on the Monument Lot, 
free swimmmg classes for children were held each day at 9.30 a. m., 
»nd continued each half hour until 3.30 p. m. 

The department continued to be the leader in the promotion of soc- 
cer m the District of Columbia. Aside from the elementary-school 
leagues, an mterplayground series was formed and the league was 
caUed Kecreation " and divided into two sectiwifij of six teams each. 
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Plaza playground won the championship and was presented with tlie 
])layground cnp at a banquet for all Washington soccerists by Sir 
Esiiie Howard, British Ambassador. 

Interphiy<i*roiind basket-ball leagues were formed for fjirls and 
boys, as Avere tennis tournaments. Before the championship round 
of tlie tennis was played each ground conducted a tourney and the 
champions of each met for the city title. 

At the request of Lieut. Col. U. Grant, 3d, the wading pooj in 
East Garfield Park, for colored ohildren, was supervised by this de- 
partment for the first time during the past summer. A man was 
placed in charge who regulated hours for boys and girls, cleaned the 
])(K)1 twice a day, and supervised it while (he children were using it. 

The department Avas honored during the year by having Mrs. 
Coolidge, wife of the President, plant a memorial tree on the Chevy 
Chase play^rround as one of her last official acts. This was a part 
of the pro(ri am indorsed by the Woman's City ClviJ) bajV^ the, wife 
of each President plant a tree on a play<j;round. 

The past year has been the most productive the department has ex- 
perienced, not only because of the attendance but also because of tlie 
increased enthusiasm in all ph^es of the r^real^ion Qiovementf 

LIST OF MUNICIPAl* PL4¥a90P^I)8 

WHIT9 

Blonminpdalr. — First and Bryant Streets NW. 

Burro iiyhs. — Eighteenth and Monroe Streets NBJ. 

Chevy Chase. — Forty-first and Livingsta^ ^trpe^S NW. 

Columbia Heiffhts.—Col^^isi Be^d NW., bot^^em €i^fiM an4 S)iavp|a° 

Gullinycr.—F IStreet NW., between ^weiity-^rst and T^venty-s^coud Streets. 

Oarfleld. — Second and F Streets SE. 

Georgetown. — Thirty-third Street and Volta Place NW. 

If'ippif Hollo tr. — Ei^htcenh Street and Kalorama Road NW. 

J hover. — Second Street and Delavyare Avenue SW. 

loir a Aveme. — Iowa Avenue NW., between Vamum and Webster Streets. 

MlichcU /V//7t.— Twenty-third and S Streets NW. 

Montrose P(//-A:.— Thirtieth and R Streets NW. 

Xew York Avenue. — First Street and New York Avenue NW. 

/V// /»; T «'ew?.— Warder and Otis Streets, NW. 

j'hiUips.—Bi^twiHm Ei^htli, Ninth, Longfellow, and Maaisoa Streets NW. 

p/a-a —Second and E Streets NE. 

Rdisedale. — Seventeenth and Kramer Streets NE. 

7V/Aom«.--F()urth. Fifth, Van Buren. and Whittier S^^et» J^W. 

77/ o/>,.s-ow.— Twelfth and L Streets NW. 

Ticiti Oafcs.— Fourteenth and Taylor Streets N W. 

Virffinia Avenue.— Virginia. Avenue SB., between Ninth and Eleventh Streets. 

Ida May GdlcH Memorial Plan ^,7finVj>/.— Children's Hospital. 

Van yens Play Station.— Thiva and M Streets SE. 

Reno Tennis Cowrts.— Donaldson and Ellicott Streets NW. 

OOLOKB.0 

Bairy Farms. — Nichols Avenue, Auacostia, D. C. 
rv// rfo.^o.— First and I Streets SW. 
//0H-(;/Y/.~Fifth and W Streets NW. 
y.of/a/i.— Third and G Streets NE. 
Pai^fic.— Fifteenth and C Streets SE. 
Rose Parfc.— Twenty-seventh and O Streets NW. 
nilloiv T;rr.— Third. Fourth-and-a-half, B, and C Streets SW. 
Sixth and L Streets SE. , ^ « 

^^s7 Qarneld Park WaMng PoaJ.— Second Street and South Carolhia Ave- 
nue SB. 
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School Yabds Open Dubino the Summeb, 1928 

WHITE 

Adowfi. — Seventeenth StrtH't and New Hampshire Avenue NW. 

Arthur. — First Street and Arthur Place A'W. 

Bancroft — Eighteenth and Newton Streets NW. 

Benning — Anacostia Koad, hetween Benning and Foote Streets NE. 

Bowcn .— Third and K Streets SW. 

Brighticood. — Thirteenth and Nicholson Streets NW. 

Brookland. — ^Tenth and Monroe Streets NB. 

^wc/ianaw.— Thirteenth and E Streets SE. 

Congress Heights. — Congress Heights, D. C. 

Cooke. — Seventeenth and Euclid Streets NW. 

Corcoran. — ^Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 

^o*on.— Thirty-fourth and Lowell Streets NW. 

Emery. — Lincoln Road and Prospect Street NE. 

Fairhrother. — Tenth and E Streets SW. 

Jf^Iimore.— Thirty-fifth and R Streets NW. 

Force. — Massachusetts Avenue NW., between Seventeenth and Eighteenth 

Streets. 

iia^c'*.— Fifth and K Streets NE. 
Henry-Polk. — Seventh and P Streets NW. 

Joh7ison. — Hiatt Place and Lamont Street NW. 

Kenilworth. — Kenilworth Avenue, NE., between Ord and Polk Streets. 
iCefcTiaw.— Fifteenth and U Streets SE. 
Ludlow. — Sixth and G Streets NE. 

Alaurif.—B Street NE., between Twelv(^and-a-half and Thirteenth Streets. 

Orr. — Twenty-second and Prout Streets SE. 

Oi^«ter.— Twenty-ninth and Calvert Streets NW. 

Peahody.— Fifth and C Streets NE. 

Rnymond.—Teuth Street and Sprinj? Itoad NW. 

Tenlcy. — Wisconsin Avenue and Yoma Street NW. 

T/ire?fce?cJ.— Thirty-sixth and Prospect Streets NW. 

Trucsdcll. — Ninth and Ingraham Streets NW. 

WaZ/f/c/j.— Seventh and 1) Streets SE. 

We/i//U/;/«/t.— Twenty-third and M Streets NW. 

W/tett«0|/.— Montello Avenue and Neal Street NE. 

COLORED 

^rtfiffifs.— Twenty-second Street and Virginia Avenue NW. 

B nice. —Kenyan Street NW.. l)etween Georgia and Sherman Avenues. 

iiMr/ i t//e.— Division Avenue and Hayes Street NE. 

Coofc.— North Capitol and P Streets. 

Cnimmcll. — Gallaudet Avenue and Fourteenth Street NB. 
i)cawM70od.— Wliittingham Street and Lane Place NE. 
Oiddmgs.—Thha and G Streets SE. 
ivorcyo //.—Twelfth and D Streets NB. 
Magntdcr. — Seventeenth and M Streets NW. 
^'/MOf/icTs.— Forty-second Street and Benning Road NE. 

School Yabds Opbot Daily, After School Hours, During the Fall Teem 

^(fffwi*.— Seventeenth Street and New Hampsliire Avenue NW. 

£f««/nfir.s'.— Anacostia Road, between Bennmgs and Foote Streets NB. 

7io/rr//.— Tliird and K Streets SAV. 

Congress Heights. — Congress Heights. I). C. 

Coofce.— Seventeenth and Euclid Streets N. W. 

ro/ro Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 

>'/7/w<o/-r'.— Thirty-lifth and R Streets NW. 

Hayes.— Fifth and K Streets NE. 

renley.— -Wisconsin Avenue and Yoma Street NW. 

Wfcea«ey.~Montello Avenue and Neal Street NE. 
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COLOBED 



Briggs.— Twenty-second and B Streets NW. 
(700*;.— North Capitol and P Streets NW. 
Dramrood. — Wliittiugham Street and Lane Place NE. 
Magruder. — Seventeenth and M Streets NW. 

School Yards Open Daily, After School Hoxjbs, Dubing Jantjabt and Feb- 

BUABY, 1929 

WHITB 



Corcoran. — Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 
Teij/ci/.— Wisconsin Avenue and Yoma Street NW. 



COLOBED 



Demwood. — ^Whittingham Street and Lane Place NE. 
School Yabds Opbn Daily, Ajteb School Houes, During the Spring Term 



WHITE 



Adams. — Seventeenth Street and New Hampshire Avenue NW. 
Bcnnings. — Anacostia Road, between Benning and Foote Streets NE. 
Congress Heights. — Congress Heights, D. C. 
Cooke. — Seventeenth and Euclid Streets NW. 
rorro/Y/n.— Twenty-t'ighth and M Streets NW. 
i'i7/»io/e.— Thirty-iifth and R Streets NW. 
TewZey.— Wisconsin Avenue and Yoma Street NW. 
Wheatley. — ^Montello Avenue and Neal Street NE. 

COLOBED 



J^Wr/fir*.— Twenty-second and E Streets NW. 
C'oofc.— North Capitol and P Streets NW. 
Deanwood. — ^Whittingham Street and Lane Place NE. 
Magruder. — Seventeenth and M Streets NW. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Women Dibbgtobs' Pboobam 

9. 00- 9. 30 Apparatus worl£ or free and running games. 
9.30-10.00 Organized games. 

10. 00-10. 30 Stories. 

10.30-11.30 Ring games, wading pool (girls). 

11.30-12.30 Kindergarten, wading pool (boys). 

12.30-1.00 Goal throwing, horseshoes, quotes, or track Instruction. 

Free play. 
1.00- 1.30 1. Stories or quiet games. 

2. Attend to giving out material, disciplining ground, etc. 
1. 30- 3. 00 1. Basketry or construction work. 

2. Athletic button test for boys. 

Tennis instruction or minor sports. 
3. 00- 4. 00 1. Athletic button test for girls. 
2. Games for boys. 

Croquet or paddle tennis. 
4. 00- 6. 00 Industrial work, sewing, knitting, crocheting, embroidering. 
6.00- 6.20 Free play (time for getting ground in order for evening). 
6. 20- 7. 00 Ring games, folk dancing, music. 

Make report of day's work. ^ _ 

Note. Girls coming on at 9 a. m. follow No. 2 on program after 1 p. m. 
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Men Dibc^tqbs' Program 

9. 00- 9. 45 Baseball. 
9.45-11.00 Button test. 

11.00-12.30 Field and track sports (train for iQterplayground meet). 

12. 30- 1. 00 Lunch. 
1. 00- 2. 00 Baseball. 

2.00- 3.00 Apparatus work (stunts, chinning, etc.). 

8. 00- 4. 00 Button test practice (do not give tests at this time. Let the boys 

practice the various tests). 
4. 00- 4. 30 Horseshoes, quoits, conduct tournaments for boys in different 
weight and age classes. 

UkW shift 

1. 00- 2. 00 Baseball. 

2. 00- 3. 30 Button tests and practice. 

3. 30- 5.00 Field and track sports (train for interplay ground meet). 
5. 00- 6. 00 Apparatus work, horseshoes, quoits. 

6. 00- 7. 00 Organized baseball game with two teams picked from your 
ground. 
Make report of day's work. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— FALL SCHEDULE 

12.00- 1.00 Games (children's tocem time from school). 
1. OO- 1. 30 Free play. 

1. 30- 2. 00 Stories or quiet games. 

Free and running games (either of these). 
Ring games. 

2. 00- 3. 00 Kindergarten. 

3. 00- 3. 30 Free play. 

Ring games 
3. 30- 5 .00 School athletics. 

Basketball and dodge ball (girls). 
Soccer (boys). 
L«^v organized games. 
5.00- 5.30 Volley ball, newcomb, corner ball, field baU, tinTcan golf, prlsQuer 
ball, etc. 
Basket ball (boys). 
Free and l unuing games. 
5.30- 6.00 Basket ball (boys). 

Horseshoes, quoits. 
New games. 
Apparatus. 
Make report of day's work. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— SPRING SCHEDULE 

^^'^ 1"^ Games (children's recess time from school), 

i.uu- i.<50 Free play. 

1.30- 2.00 Stories or (luiet games, ring games (free and running games if 
OAA o weather is cold). 

AOO- 3.00 Kindergarten 

3.00- 3.30 Free play. 

Rin.i: sames. 

ifL k2S t "^""^ ■'''^'''"^ athletics, bas(>ball, schlag ball. 
S'2L ft nn w «rsanized games or track events. 

M«Ip "^i^^or sports, etc. 

Make report of day's work. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— SATURDAY SCHiJIXPLK 

as^iaw & baiMgl^isr' ''''' ^""^ 

Soccer or baseball. 

OMines for small children. 
Low organized games. 
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10.00-11.00 r»asket ball (boys). 

Volley ball, field ball, newcomb, corner ball, dodge ball, and other 

games. 
Stories. 
11.0(^12.00 Kindergarten. 

Basket ball (boys). 
12.00- 1.00 Free play. 
Afternoon program left to director. 

SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS— SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Women Dibbctobs' Pboobam 



10. 00-10. 30 Organized games, or free and running games. 

10. 30-11. 00 Stories. 

n. 00-11.1.') Ring games. 

11. 1;V12. 00 Kinderfiarten. 

12.00- 1.00 Free play (lunch time). 

1; OO- 2. 00 Athletic button test, organized games. 

2.0O- 2.80 Stories and quiet games. 

2.30- 3.00 Paddle t(>nnis, crociiiet. horseshoes, quoits, bean-bag games. 

3.00- 5.00 Industrial work, sewing, embroidering, knitting, crocheting. 

5.00- 5.45 Track instruction. 

5. 45- 6. 00 Fix report of day's work. 

Men DniECTOEs' Program 



10.00-11.00 P,asel)all (volley ball where baseball is not allowed). 
11.00-12.00 Field and track events. 
12. OO- 1. 00 Athletic button test. 
1.00- 2.00 Free play (lunch time). 

2. 00- 3. 00 Baseball. 

3.00- 3.45 Horseshoes, quoits. 

3.45- 4.80 Contests of various kinds (mass play, volley ball, stunts). 
4.30- 6.00 Competitive baseball games (organize two teams and play seven 

innings) . 
Make report of day's work. 

SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS— FALL SCHEDULE 

2.45- 3.00 Get ground in order for games. 

3.0(^ 3. 30 Low organized games (dodge ball, corner ball, prisoner ball, etc.). 
3.30- 4.30 Interclass series. 

Basket ball. 

Dodge ball. 

Soccer ball. 

4. 30- r\. 00 Ring games or free and running games. 
5. 00- 5. 45 Volley ball. 

Line soccer. 

Team games. 
5.45- 6.00 Fix report of day's work. 

SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS— SPRING SCHEDULE 

2.45- 3.00 Get ground in order for games. 
3.00- 3.30 Ring games. 

Free and running games. 
3.30- 4.30 Schlag ball. 

Volley ball. 

Baseball. 

4.30- 5.00 Dodge ball, corner ball, double-pass ball, prisoner's ball. 

Quiet games. 
5.00- 5.30 Novelty races. 

Horseshoes, quoits. 
_ ^ Bean-bag games. 

^••30- G.OO Free and running games. 

Fix report of day's work. 

70705—29 2 
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SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS— SATURDAY SOflBDULE 

9.G0- 9.30 Apparatus work. 

Goal throwing, distance throwing. 
9.30-10.00 Free iind running games. 

Track. 

10.00-11.00 High-organized games. 

Schlag ball, volley ball. 

Baseball, 
11.00-12.00 Kindergarten. 
12.00- 1.00 Free play. 

Fix report of day's work. 

Athletio-Button Test 

Tlie o-ol(l-l)utton tost si<rnifyinof at least three years participation 
in ])lay<>r<)iiiHl activities and efficiency in swininiin<x. vocational work, 
leadership, sportsmanship, throw for distance, folk (hmcing, and 
games, were awarded to 2i) irirls and 1)4 boys (hn'in<>; the year. 

The silverd)iitt()n test, tiie symbol of the second degree of efficiency 
in sports Avere won by 185 girls and 25G boys. 

The bronze-button test covering the first years' work for efficiency 
in sports were awarded to 777 girls and 1,060 boys. 

girls' bronze-button test 

( Joal throAving : Throw a basket ball into the basket twice out of six 
trials from the lo-foot line. 

Dash: Fifty-yard dash in 8% seconds. 

Balancing: Walk the length of the beam and return, using the 
high step; execute one original step. Contestants may have two 
trials. 

Folk dancing: Two dances. Contestant judged in memory and 
spirit. 

Swimming: Swim 20 feet. 

Potato race: Run a potato race in 25 seconds. (Place 4 potatoes 
10 feet apart, the first one being 10 feet from the starting line.) The 
contestant runs and picks up the first potato, places over the line; 
then the second, and so on until all are taken. 

GIKLS' SILVER-BUTTON TEST 

Throw for distance: Throw a basket ball, covering at least 50 feet. 
Dash: Sixty-yard dash in S% seconds. 

Swimming: Swim length of playground pool (80 feet), using free 
style and back strokes. 

Sportsmanship: Play in an organized series with at least six games 
on tlie schedule in any of the following: Basket ball, schlag ball, 
do(1g(^ hall, volley ball, or play through a tennis or tin-can golf 
tournament of the I'ound-robin type. 

(ioal throwing: Throw a basket ball into its goal four out of six 
trials from the 15-foot line. 

Folk dancing: Three dances (not used in previous test). Contest- 
ants judged in memory and spirit. 
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Leadership : Assist with kindergarten, ring games, or free games 
at least twice a week for a month, averaging two hours a week. 

Sportsmanship : Be able to play and officiate at at least four of the 
following games ; Basket ball, schlag ball, volley ball, tepnis, dodge 
ball and quoits. 

Vocational : Complete two pieces of industrial work along the fol- 
lowing lines— sewing, knitting, crocheting, and basketry. 

Swi'inniing: Swim out to person supposedly drowning, grasp with 
ac(epte(l hold, and tow the remaining length of pool. 

Folk dancing: Four dances (not used in previous test). Contest- 
ant judged in memory and spirit. 

Throw for distance : Throw a basket ball, covering at least 65 feet. 

A girl must complete four out of six activities to win a button. 

Only one button may he ef^md in » yeftr. 

Goal throwing (three out of six trials.) : Contestant must throw 
tliree baskets out of six attempts from the 15-foot mark. 
Dash: Fifty yards in eight seconds. 
Running hop, step, and jump: Twenty-six feet. 
Chin four times with body rigid. 
Standing broad jump: Five feet four inches. 
Swim: Thirty feet. 

BOTS' SILVBR-BTJTTON TEST 

Tlirow thi-ee strikes out of five f I'oni a distance of 50 feet. A strike 
is a ball passing over the home plate between the knee and shoulders 
of a batter al)()ut the height of the contestant. Batter should stand 
in erect position. 

Dash : Sixty yards in eight seconds. 

Running hop, step, and jump : Twenty-eight feet. 

Chin six times with body rigid. 

Swim the length of playground pool (80 feet), using back, crawl, 
and breast stroke. 
Throw four goals out of six attempts from 15-foot line. 

boys' GOLn-BUTTON TEST 

Organiy.e teams and officiate in 10 regulation games. 
One hundred-yard dash: Twelve seconds. 
Running liop," step, and jump : Tliirty feet. 
Chin eight times with body rigid. 
Running broad jump: Sixteen feet. 

Start at end of pool and swim to perswi in center supposedly 
drowning, take proper hold, and tow him remaining length. 
A Ijoy must complete four of the six events to wm button. 
Only one button a year may be won. 
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Interplayground Track Meet 

The annual interplayground field and track meet has taken pre- 
cedence over all other boys' summer activities. Certain rules were 
laid down to prevent the forming of all-star combinations and to 
make each playground representative of the neighborhood in which 
it is located. Consequently the meets have grown in popularity by 
leaps and bounds. 

Tlie rules that have done so much for the development of track as 
a play<i:round sport are that no boy having won his high-school letter 
in any sport is eligible to compete in that sport in a playground meet, 
and that bo3^s must enter the meet representing the playground 
nearest their home. As a result the less expert athlete, who otherwise 
would hold back from entering the meets because some recognized 
high-school star was entered in the event in which he wanted to take 
part, enters knowing that he has an equal chance of success. 

By compelling the boys to compete with the playground nearest 
their home, the methods employed by many sport-competing bodies, 
of collecting the best performers from every section of the city to 
represent one neighborhood are effectively blocked. The 50 teams 
that vied for honors on the Plaza playground were well balanced and 
the competition was keen as a glance at the point scoring totals will 
reveal. 

The meet was won by Iowa Avenue playground in the last event 
of the day with 21 points, Rosedale was second with 20 points, and 
Plaza was third with 19 points. The other point scorers were 
Weightman, 15; Garfield, 14; Adams, 13; Peabody, 13; Columbia 
Heights, 11; Bloomingdale, 8; Tenley, 5; Park View, 5 Wheatley, 
5; Henry, 5; Johnson, 5; Brookland, 5; Twin Oaks, 4; Henry, 3; 
Corcoran. 3; Bowen, 1; Wallach, 1; Ludlow, 1; Virginia Avenue, 1; 
Maury. 1. 

Some 2,300 boys swarmed the Plaza playground to compete for 
the city honors and during the heated competition 12 records were 
broken. The Washington Post awarded the first, second, and third 
boy in each event gold, silver, and bronze medals, respectively, and 
the Post cup went to the winning team. Preparatory to the city 
meet events were held on all playgrounds with more than 16,000 
competing. 

EVENTS IN boys' TRACK MEET 



70-pound class: 

nO-ynrd flnsh. 

Kumiiiig broad jump. 

220-yard relay. 
85-r<nin(l class : 

eO-ynrd dash. 

Rnnnin.u hijih jumi>. 

Rniinine: broad jump. 

3(>0-yard relay. 
lOO-pound class: 

60-yard dash. 

Runninc: hiiih .lump. 

Rnnniiifi- broad jump. 

360-yard relay. 



115-pound class : 

70-yard dash. 
Running hi^h jump. 
Running broad jump. 
440-yard relay. 
Unlimited class : 
100-yard dash. 
Running high jump. 
Running broad jump. 
Half-mil(^ run. 
440-yard relay. 
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COLORED INTERPLAYGROUND TRACK MEET 

« 

As on the white playgrounds elimination meets were held on all 
colored grounds in preparation for the city meet. The same rules 
apj)lied and the Washin<rton Post awarded medals to the individual 
place Avinners and a cup to the winning team. 

Howard phiyground broke Logan's 3-year chain of victories by 
capturing the Post cup in a closely contested meet on the Carcloza 
track with 32 points. Cardoza was second with 22 points and Logan 
was third with 6 points. Other teams to score points were: Rose 
Park, 16 ; Cook, 10; Deanwood, 10; Briggs, 6 ; Sixih and L Streets, 5 ; 
Crummell, 5; Willow Tree, 5; Magruder, 2; Barry Farms, 1; Gid- 
dings, 1 ; Burrville, 1. 

Xearly 1,000 boys took part in the meet and it was authoritatively 
stated by a student of colored athletics that it was the largest field 
and track meet ever held for colored boys in the United States. 



EVENTS IN boys' TBACK MEIET 



85-pound class: 

."O-yard dash, 

liuuiiiug broad jump. 

360-yard relay. 
100-pound class : 

60-yard dash. 

Running broad jump. 

Running high jump. 

360-yard relay. 



116-pound class: 

70-yard dash. 

Running broad jump. 

Running high jump. 

440-yard relay. 
Unlimited class : 

100-yard dash. 

Running broad jump. 

Running high jump. 

440-yard rely. 



boys' tennis. 

The intense interest in national and international tennis matches 
were reflected on the District playground courts, where some 1,200 
boys vied for the singles city championship. The record-breaking 
nuniber of 21 playgrounds held tourneys and sent champions to the 
linals. 

After the eastern and western section cham[)ions had been decided, 
the two winners met in a final match to decide the Washin<rton play- 
Ln'oiiiid title holder for a year. After three exciting matches the 
C'orcoran playground representative (the western section champion) 
defeated the Bloomingdale winner (eastern section) two sets out of 
three. 

GOLORED TENNIS 

The Cardoza playground representative won the colored city tennis 
championship after one of the hardest fought tourneys in playground 
history. Seven winners competed in the finals and every match was 
hard but cleanly fought. 

More than 425 boys played in the early rounds and the matches 
drew hundreds of spectators, among which were many parents. The 
•^ge limit for the tourney was 16, and all material, including tennis 
balls and rackets, were furnished by the playground department. 
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INTEBPOOXi SWIMMING MISEST 

A feature of the summer in the play<j:round swimming pools was 
the annual swimming meet between the Georgetown and liosedale 
pools. (Te()i'<retown was representative of the western half of the city, 
while Rosedale included all of the eastern section. 

All j)la3^<rroiind swimmers in the resj)ective sections were invited 
to take })art in the eliminations and consequently both teams were con- 
siderably strengthened for the finals. More than 400 boys took part 
in the eliminations, and liosedale won the District playground swim- 
ming title. Kosedale scored 76 points to 60 totaled by the George- 
town natators. 

EVIS-NTS IN boys' SWlMMliNG HEEfS 



70-pomid class: 

25-yaid free styla. 

100-yard relay. 

Beginners race. 
90-poun(l class: 

25-.vard free style. 

25-yurd breast stroke. 

100-yard relay. 



115-pound class: 

2S-]^rd free style. 

25-yard breast strokf. 

25-yard back stroke. 

100-yard relay. 
Unlimited class : 

25-yard free style. 

25-yard breast strode. 

25-yard back stroke. 

100-yard relay. 



ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SOCCEK 

With both senior and junior teams vieing for city honors the ele- 
mentary school soccer leagues conducted by the playground depart- 
ment had another successful year. As a result of the interclass 
leagues organized in the schools a year ago the junior kickers dis- 
played a surprisingly good brand of the game. 

After the 16 leagues had completed their schedules, 8 junior and S 
senior, the winners were niatclied in tlie city championshii) play. 
Blow School W(m the junior chami)ionsliip and Pierce the senior in 
the eastern section of the city, while Park View won both the junior 
and senior titles in the western section. 

In the city championship in the city finals, Park View took two 
straight but hard-fought games from Pierce by 1 to 0 scores in both 
games, while Blow defeated the junior Park View representatives 
by the same margin in two games. Both champions were awarded 
custody of playground trophies for a period of one year. 

INTERPLAYCKOUND SOCXliER 

The playground department's Recreation Soccer League was com- 
posed of four more teams than the number that competed in 1927, 
raakmg a total of 12 that vied for the championship. Playgrounds 
represented in the league were : Bloomingdale, Georgetown, Chevy 
C base, Happy Hollow, New York Avenue, Park View, Takoma 
Park, Iowa Avenue, Plaza. Garfield, Rosedale, and Virginia Avenue. 

Ihe games started late in November and continued through March. 
All contests were i)layed on Saturday afternoons, giving former ele- 
mentary scliool boys wlio wei'e employed an opportunity to compete. 

It -i,-^^'* eastern section winners. w(m the championship after 
a thrilling duel with Park View, western winners. 
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EL^MSNTART SCHOOL BASKBALL 

Continuing its policy inaugurated in the spring of 1927. of or- 
tranizinir interclass competition in the elementary schools, the play- 
<rroimd department ha(l ono of the most siicressful school hasohall 
seasons in history. The interchiss <>ames rivalcMl the interschool 
matches for popularity and l)i(]s fair to suri)ass them in a few years 
as tnanv more hoys are br()U<zht into healthful exercise thr()u<r]i intra- 
school activities tlian interscliooL However, the interschool ijanies 
reach a more colorful climax, the city championship, which creates 
interest even in the interclass games. 

Both junior and senior competition were held in intra and inter 
school matches. In the senior interschool city championship series 
Wheatley School of northeast, triumphed over Monroe School, 
northwest representatives, to win the senior title, while Blow School 
of tlie eastern half of the District w^on the junior city title by 
triumphing over Janney, western winners, in two out of three series. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TKACK 

^lonioe School won both the junior and senior city championship 
ill the elementary school field and track-meet finals. Preparatory to 
the city meet seven division meets were held and the boys who were 
first, second, and third in these divisional games qualified for the 
finals. 

For the first time a 70-pound class was added to the 85, 100, 115, 
and unlimited classes of ])revious years. The extra weight class 
increased the entries in the divisional meets by 300, brin<rinL^ the 
total to 2,350, while the citv-nun^t competitors wei-e increased by IBS. 
placing 788 boys in the finals. The events in the track meet were 
the >ame as in the interplayground track meet except for the half- 
mile run in the unlimited class. 

COLORED SWIMMING MEET 

The Howard swimming pool was the scene of a large swimming 
meet for colored boys and girls during August. Events were ar- 
ranged for the girls and their meet held early in the afternoon 
^yith the boys' races following. Individual prizes were awarded the 
first, second, and third contestants in each event. 

girls' tennis 

In the <r\rh' tennis, doubles were played and after each playground 
lield eliminations the winnei* and runner-utJ were named rep- 
reseiUatives of their resjjective <rr()un(ls to meet otlier winners m 
the citv finals. On August 10 the eastern champions, Garfield play- 
jrround, met the western winners, Montrose playground, on the 
Plaza courts amid a colorful scene of flags and gaily bedecked 
surroundings. , _ . 

The Garfield girls defeated the Montrose pair, 6-2. 2-0 an( 
and were awarded trophies emblematic of their victory. Hundreds 
of spectators viewed the final match and were loud in acclanu ot 
die ability shown by the youthful tennis exponents. 
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FIELD AND TRACK EVENTS 



Slightly more than 9U() <i:irl,s met on the Plaza playground track 
in the fifth annual interplaygroiind field and track meet for girls 
on August 31. Rosedale playground won the championship and 
the Washington Post cup for the second consecutive year with 
34 points. 

The other point scorers were far behind, totaling scores as fol- 
lows : New York Avenue, 16 ; Plaza, 16 ; Iowa Avenue, 12 ; Garfield^ 
9; Threlkeld, 8; Phillips, 7; Hoover, 6; Bloomingdale, 5; Maury, 4; 
Virginia Avenue, 4; Peabody, 3; Bowen, 3; Park View, Columbia 
Heights, Corcoran, Congress Heights, Georgetown, Cooke, and 
Janney, 1 each. 

In addition to the field and track events, quoit matches, schlag, 
tennis, and novelty games wore competed in by the various play- 
grounds. More than 4,000 girls had taken ])art in preliminary 
meets to qualify for tlie finals. The Washington Post presented 
medals to the place winners. 



The past summer was one of the most enjoyable that girl swimmers 
have experienced in the playground pools. Instructions in swimming 
and life-saving were given and on several occasions during the sum- 
mer novelty and comedy events were staged for the amusement of 

the pool frequenters. 

The annual swimming meet was won by Rosedale jdayground, which 
defeated Georgetown 79 to r>G. It was the first time in five years of 
competition that Georgetown dropped the title cup to the northeast 
swimmers. 

As a climax to the summer pool work a representative of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross gave a pageant in each pool, diemonstrating the his- 
tory of the swimming from the beginning of time. During the 
pageant, which was portrayed by the girls that frequented the pools, 
the Red Cross director informed the spectators of the meaning of 
the actions of the performers. 



EVENTS IN GIBLS' TBACK MEET 



TO-pound class: 
40-yard dash. 
Potato race. 

Throw for distance (volley ball). 
Novelty race. 



100-pound class : 

60-yard dash. 

Throw for distance. 

Running high jump. 

220-yard relay. 
115-pound class: 

OO-yard dash. 

Throw for accuracy. 



85-pound class: 

50-yard dash. 

Throw for distance (basket ball). 
Running high jump. 
Novelty race. 



Quoit throw. 
Novelty event. 



SWIMMING 



EVENTS IN girls' SWIMMING MBSII 



10 to 12 year class : 

25-yard side stroke. 
25-yard free style. 
Balloon race. 



15 and 16 year class : 

25-yard breast stroke. 
25-yard free style. 
Candle race. 



13 and 14 year class : 
25-yard free style. 
25-yard side stroke. 
Flag race. 



16 years and over class: 
25-yard breast stroke. 
25-yard free style. 
Balloon race. 
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INDUSTRIAL WOllJi 

The usual exhibitions of the handwork of the children on play- 
grounds was held during the last week in August. .This work was 
a demonstration of what the girls did on the playgrounds on the 
warm summer afternoons and included sewing, laskeliy, rapliia 
work, clay modeling, and toy making. Parents were invited and 
attended the exhibitions in large numbers. 

(JIKl's BASKPiT BALL 

Girls representing the Chevy Chase playground won (he annual 
interplayground basket-ball tournament after survivirig sect ional hihI 
divisional play. Garfield, which won the eastern sectiorj (Inimpion 
ship, was Chevy Chase's opponent in the finals but was no matcli lor 
the northwest winners. 

Twenty teams with slightly more than 300 girls conipet iting playeil 
in the leagues. At the end of the season a banqiu't was hehl on the 
Chevy Chase playground for the four teams that had won yeetiuiml 
titles. The supervisor of playgrounds attended and presented tro- 
phies to the winners and ruiyieys up. 

DODOE BALL 

Dodge ball, which heretofore had been played during the fall 
months as an interschool and interclass game, was introduced during 
the past spring 9S a competitive sport fcr the younger elementary 
school girls and proved quite as popular as it was in the cooler 

months. 

Leagues were formed for girls in the fifth and sixlh grades aiid 
72 teams with players numbering slightly over l,00t) tuuk part \u 
league play during the spring months. 

LLLilENTAKi' SCHOOL SCllLAii 

With 48 well organized schlag league's in lh<' <'l(iuen(»rv si luH.l 
(ku'ing the past sprmg the playground dcpai lnieid reached high- 
est peak of development of girls' sports in IIh' gindc m Ii(m»I>s. Ut 
these 4s league-. '62 were plann^'d for jnl<'rc|as,s « <»m|M i iIh'H 

Two year- a<:o w}j<-rj the \h\('] < \u'-- gatncs wcrr lii ;.! • ( i iho 
teams ii>etl xIk- ijuhj*^ of th<' jira']<- j<-j)r«'-«'nl<*<|. :,iirh as <"»A, r»l», t»tv"-, 
but last sjnirjg f^ne of tlie djiertor:-. liad 1 h*- Imppy (hnught lo imiue 
the teanife for the teacher of lije gra<ie an<l ah a roU 'njiiujU'e 
took considerable more interest in the games, feeling ftS they did thftt 
they were playing for the glory of their teacher ft* W*>U tl^^ 
f'lassroom. 

Tlie regular interschool divwion champions wei'<' : S'^iinir, IU»hmu- 
ingdale. Keen School: C'ojunibia Heightn, TarK Mrhool ; Uar- 

fif^hl. AVallacli School: Happy UitiUm, IC, V, Urown S ho..|, |Ma/.a, 
(iales SchfXjJ: Virginia Avenue. L<'nox H^'hool ; llohtMlul»s Ih'iu'io^i 
^Sciiool. Jijnior- — Vlaza. P<-aU>'lv ("arlwrry H* hoo| ; liMf^i dalr., Iu-m 
iiing School: \'irg;Lja Av^aui^. tj-fm^ School ; ilhHi|»Mn|A«l«l^»i lU|i 
i'oiighs School: Georgel^^wjj. ^'urtji-, h'ho(<l. 

Including the inK^rdah. a/i'i j/jf4'i;.< hool l.-MHUes., Hffi tettIMM Wlt-ft ft 
personnel of 1,800 giiifc v^k ^mi ih iU^ ^im^^, I'lw diviteiMliHl \m\\V 
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pions in the interscliool matches were awarded trophies by the play- 
ground department for a 1-year period while the interclass cham- 
pions received pennants. 

girls' tennis on colored grounds 



As in past years every phiyground held a tennis tournament and 
the winners were placed in a championship tourney. The city ^vas 
divided into sections, eastern and western, with Willow Tree winning 
the east title and Hose Park taking the honors in the west. In the 
playoff for the city championship Sose Park won two straight sets. 



COLORED GIRLS IN SCHLAO 



Interclass and interscliool leagues in schlag were organized in tlio 
colored schools on the same plan as the white. Senior and junior 
leagues were organized for interclass ])lay in the Mott. Birney, 
Magruder, Cook, Douglass-Twining, Logan. Cardoza, Handle Junior 
High and Francis Junioi* High School. Howard and Rose Park 
l^laygrounds had divisional games with Mott School winning the 
title on Howard and Phillips School on Rose Park. 



COLORED GIRLS IN TRACK 



Cardoza playground won the second annual interplayground held 
and track meet for girls in the largest event of its kind ever held for 
oolored girls. It was Cardoza's second victory. The num])er of girls 
competing was double that of tlie first year of the meet, 800 taking 
part in the games this past year. 



GENERAL ACTIVITIES 



Activities on playgrounds are not confined to highly organized 
tournaments and leagues as may be gathered from the foregoing. 
Quite to the contrary a considerable portion of the playground day 
is spent in diversions not listed in the named special features. 

Practically all games known to children are played and it is the 
^luty and ambition of each of the directors to know and teach as 
great a variety of games as possible. 

The little tots })lay many games not competitive and as the age of 
the child increases games of higher organization are of interest to 
them. 

Naturally a great part of the directors' time is s])ent in teaching 
games. Tennis is the one sport that many demands are made for 
instructions in, and many of the playgrounds use paddle tennis 
courts, one-fourth the size of the regulation court, to teach the rudi- 
ments to the small children. 

Volley is popular with both the older bovs and girls while quoits 
aie the most generally nsed part of the' plavground equipment. 
Youngsters wlio can just toddle attenij^t to throw "ringers," boys, 
girls, men, and women pitch them by the hour. 

Horseshoe pitching is the favorite sport of manv playground fre- 
quenters, while the Washington playground invention, "tin-can 
goit, IS played with as much interest as in the first year that it was 
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organized. Tether, mass play games, speed ball, and many other 
<rames. some of which are invented by the boys, are played daily on 
Uie Washington playgrounds. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

In pool administration safety* is the first consideration. All pre- 
cautions are taken to lessen the possibility of accident of any kind. 
So far there has never been a serious accident in any of the pools ; 
minor injuries have been few. Sanitation is given much attention : 
the water is chemically treated in accordance with the prescribed 
health department formula. 

Municipal swimming pools maintained and operated during the 
year by the playgi'ound department consist of 6 pools, 3 located at 
Seventeenth and B Streets SW., 1 at Seventeenth and Kramer 
Streets NE., 1 at Thirty-third and Volta Place NW., and 1 at Fifth 
and W Streets NW. 



MUNICIPAL SWIMMING POOLS 



Under the direction of the superintendent, F. J. Brunner, the 
municipal bathing pools at Seventeenth and B Streets SW., were 
opened June 17, and closed September 29. Eleven elementary swim- 
ming classes were held each day during the vacation period. In 
addition to elementary swimming there were classes in life-saving. 
The pools were open from 6 a. m. to 6 p. m. From 6 a. m. to 9 a. m., 
iho ])ools were used for mixed bathing and from 9 a. m. until 6 p. 
ni., on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the pools Avere used for 
iriils and women, and Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays they 
were used for boys and men. The attendance shows again that July 
is the most popular month at the pool. The July classes of girls 
numbered l,(j92; for boys, 1,791. August classes of girls numbered 
1,347; for boys, 946. September classes of girls numbered 130; for 
boys, 76. The June classes of girls numbered 424; of boys, 346. 
This makes a total of 6,751. During the time a total number of 
43,092 availed themselves of the free privilege of the pools. The 
pools, the largest of which is 46 by 100 feet, are emptied and scrubbed 
overy niglit, and the water kept sterile by the introduction of 
chloride of lime. 

PLAYGROUND SWIMMING POOLS 

In cliarge of each playground pool is a life guard and a teacher 
ot swiiiiming, an attendant, and a key boy. Each pool will accommo- 
date u hundred bathers at one time. The pools are of the open-air 
^vpo, 28 feet wide by 75 feet long, with a sloping depth of 31/2 feet 
to Cy. feet. Each pool holds about 96,000 gallons of water, which is 
supplied from the city main. The water is filtered, and the pools so 
constructed that an overflow of water is always going off while they 
are m use. The water is frequently tested by the health authorities, 
jhe pools are emptied and scrubbed every night. They are open 
ti'om June 15 to September 20. Free swinaming instruction was 
en on all pools. Water carnivals and swimming meets were held 
101 boys and girls. Attendance on Georgetown pool, 80,189; Rose- 
aaie pool, 45,699; Howard pool, 38,144. 
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WADING POOL 

The need of a AV{i(lin<i: pool on every playground Avas emphasized 
dnrin<j: the smnnier Avhen those now in operation were patronized 
dail} by more than 1,000 children. Different hours were arranged for 
boys and girls, and the water was changed between the morning and 
afternoon sessions, and the pools sertibbed each day. 

There are five playground wading pools located as follows: Oiie 
at Rosedale, Seventeenth and Kramer Streets NE. ; 1 at Georgetown, 
Thirty-third and Volta Place NW. ; 1 at Vir<]:inia Avenue, Virginia 
.Avenue between Ninth and Eleventh Streets SE. ; 1 at Garfield Park, 
Second and Vir^rinia Avenue SE. ; and 1 at WilloAv Tree, Third, Four- 
and-a-half, B, and C Streets SW- In addition to these, supervision 
of the wading pool for colored chihh'en in east Garfield Park was 
taken over early in August at the request of Lieut. Col. U. S. Grant, 
3d, because there had been a comi)laint of the conduct of the children 
who were permitted to use the tank unsupervised. A man was placed 
in charge and no other complaints were received during the summer. 
This wading pool was kept open from 10 a. m. to 6 p. m. until Sep- 
tember 15, with an average attendance of more than 100 children a 
day. 

Bf;pAiR ^ND Construction 

The division is in charge of an inspector who is responsible to 
the supervisor of playgrounds for the equipment on and the concji- 
tio^ of all playgrounds. One new ground has been equipped this 
year. Ai)i)aratus on all grounds has been periodically inspected as 
to safety. Care is taken to detect any defective part before a break 
occurs. Some of the work on the grounds has been let bv contract 
thi'ougli the En<»:iueer Department. The work of gradinir, fencing, 
and hirger rei)aii\s has U^en done and very satisfactorily bv the Dis- 
trict of Cohinihia i-epair shop. The number of men on the labor roll 
h^s varied during the year. These men are responsible to the inspec- 
tor for all work, material, and tools used in setting up apparatus and 
in making repairs necessary to worn apparatus. Worn basket balls, 
foothalls, volley, soccer, and baseballs are returned to the storehouse, 
mended, and sent out again for use on the playgrounds. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

I)elin(iuencv is closely rehited to the use of leisure time. The kind 
of opportunities afforded children after school and during vacation 
days has an appreciable effect in deterniininii- whether they are to be 
law-abiding young citizens or juvenile deliiKiuents. 

If Washinigton is to provide recreation facilities to meet tlie needs 
the thickly populated sections should first be considered. Play- 
grounds on the outskirts of the District can not hope for maximum 
attendance. 

There has been neglect in obtaining in-town areas, as may be seen 
by the lack of play space in the various close-in sections. After the 
in-town playgrounds are ]:>rovided, it is well to buy for future use in 
outlying sections while land is obtainable at acreage prices. 

In the opening of new subdivisions in the citv one-tenth of the 
ground exclusive of streets should be set aside for playground u^ and 
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the price of the ^^roiind so set aside might be prorated among the 
lots hiid out for sale, adding little to any one purchase and assuring 
a playground for the neighborhood properly placed. 

Playground space should be from 2 to 5 acres. Areas too small 
create dissatisfaction rather than approval. A community is never 
satisfied with a playground which meets the needs of the younger 
children only. 

The skill of an engineer and a landscape gardener might well be 
brought to bear now in developing in-town areas so that a play- 
ground investment should represent more than a play space, it should 
be such as to increase land values in the neighborhood as would a 
l>eautiful park. Why not sj^end as much money on the children pro- 
portionally as on the grownups? 

We estimate the number of children and young people benefited 
daily by the playgrounds exceeds, except on Sundays possibly, the 
mjniber of persons who enjoy the parks of the city daily. It would 
seem that an amount equal to the children's share in money which 
goes to beautify the public parks should, for a time at least until 
we catch up, be spent on the beautification of the children's play 
spaces. If a part of every playground could be treated and kept up 
as a park it would not only add to the beauty of the city, but would 
add greatly to the comfort and pleasure of those of our citizens least 
able to take care of themselves. 

Field houses should be constructed that are attractive and suited 
to the neighborhood, and the buildings should be of such size as to 
provide an indoor recreation room to be used in extremely hot, cold, 
or stormy weather. At the present with the exception of Virginia 
Avenue, Georgetown, and Rosedale, the shelters on the playfields 
which the District owns are not a credit to the city. The stone 
lodges constructed by the Federal Government on the park play- 
grounds are pleasing in appearance and generally satisfactory. 
Even these, however, should have a larger playroom for indoor use. 

I would again emphasize the need of improving many of our 
groimds by providing for field houses, grading, surfacing, and drain- 
ing the grounds, for fencing, setting border strips, trees and shrubs, 
in general making the playgrounds comfortable by havings them beau- 
tiful. Every section of the city should have an athletic field large 
enough to include a running track. All playfields should be land- 
scaped and planted. Wading pools should be constructed on many 
of the grounds. 

I take pleasure in presenting this report and have much pride in 
calling your attention to the splendid corps of playground workers, 
and to the hearty cooperation of the various city departments. I 
am grateful to all who have aided us. In closing I wish to extend 
my sincere appreciation to the daily press of the city for having 
contributed to the pleasure of the children and the success of the 
year by so generously giving space to our activities, bringing before 
the public the achievements of the playgrounds. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Susie Root Rhodes, 
Supervisor of Playgrotmds, 
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